


been facing ‘dominant’ and ‘anti-competitive’ behavior and activities taken at the market level
through different ‘restrictive’ moves adopted, These kinds of practices are REREDnan In the
International tobacco markets. Evidences have been gathered by IT1 Even thelr respected
Management staff have been harassed with criminal legal charges by this specific competition business
on flimsy nations.

Finished Goods (FG) Import Policy: To bring in Innovative products and to manage large caplita)
expenditures, JT1 had requested to Ministry of Commerce for necessary authorizations as per thy
clearly laid out Hs Codes and Duty structure for FG imports paying all necessary taxes equivalent to
!ocal SD and VAT. After repeated engagements, mysterlously JTI's request was turned down. This is 3
policy dichotomy’ as the import tax structure is very much existent in Bangladesh for tobacco products

Local Gavernment Licensing Issues: The Company was faced with ‘undue’ demands by one of the local
Government bodies for their Trade License. After a long episode dragged over a year, when respected
Cabinet Secretary became aware of the issue, he stepped In and solved the Issue In rapid speed. The
licensing issue has been solved for the current year. However, they anticipate facing same problem in
Nextyear and similar help may require again”

! think taking care of the existing investors is the best route to bring In new investment n the country from the
view of fairness of competitiveness. | believe that Japanese investors are carefully watching the action of the
government as JTl Bangladesh Is a single largest flagship investment from Japan. Success of JT1 [s an important
factor for decision making of potentlal investors in Japan,

Therefore, | would request your Excellency to look into this Issue and to take necessary action to solve this
issue. Some of the challenges faced by them may not reflect well on the ‘ease of doing business’ in Bangladesh

I kindly seek your overall guidance and directive to all relevant authorities to ensure that the largest investor
into Bangladesh private sector gets treated fairly and in a predictable manner to thrive business environment

for two countries,

Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration.

Sincerely yours

ITO Naoki
Ambassador of Japan
of Bangladesh






